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not slow to take advantage of such complications. The
trouble, I learnt from C------, had originated over a flower-
pot, but I have forgotten the exact details of the part the

pottery played in the proceedings.     C------ was willing to

make any reasonable concession to secure peace, and as
I was staying in Power's house, and was supposed to be

less intolerable to him than most others, C------ begged me,

on official as well as private grounds, to try and settle
up the affair. For a couple of days I brought into action
the full weight of my best diplomacy, with very little result,
and only eventually succeeded by marshalling up the reserves
of my wife's intercession, which the old gentleman was too
courteous to ignore. At last I got as far as the preliminaries
of a settlement between the high-contracting parties, which

'Power laid down, and which C------, I knew, would be willing

enough to accept " My young friend/1 said old Power, for
he always regarded me as the small boy of our early ac-
quaintance, " I shall not, after what you have urged, refuse
to resume social intercourse with Mr C------, if he will con-
form to certain conditions, which I consider it absolutely
necessary should be observed by him. In the first
place, the advance must be on his part, not only because
he is my junior in the service, but because I insist upon
it. I leave the club on my return from my walk every
morning at about eight o'clock, now that it is cool" (the old
gentleman's daily visits to the club were only too notorious,
as he went there every morning to carry off, immediately on
its arrival,' The Pioneer,' the Allahabad daily paper, which no
one had a chance of seeing until the great man was pleased
to return it either that afternoon or, perhaps, early the next

morning).    "If," continued  Mr John  Power,  "Mr C------

will await me on the road to-morrow morning, and raising
his hat will say, * Good morning, Mr Power/ I shall be pre-
pared to return the salute and reply, ' Good morning, Mr

C------.'   If he will then extend his hand I  will accept it,

and our social relations will be then resumed on the basis
of our former acquaintance."